The effects of uncertainty in families with children who are chronically ill.
This study examined the experiences, stresses, support networks, and needs of four families with chronically ill children receiving home care. Chronic uncertainty appeared to be the major psychosocial stressor confronting each family. Parents experienced uncertainty when dealing with the child's illness, treatments, other family members, and healthcare professionals. Home care nurses had a great impact on minimizing the burden of uncertainty by providing consistent support and understanding, and normalizing the home environment.